
APPENDIX  B 

1Qualified Patient means an adult patient determined by an attending physician to be in a terminal condition for 
which the attending physician has issued an Out of Hospital DNR order in accordance with the law.  Iowa 
Administrative Code 641-142.1 (144A) Definitions. 

 
 
  

EMS OUT-Of-HOSPITAL DO-NOT-RESUSCITATE PROTOCOL 

 
Purpose: This protocol is intended to avoid unwarranted resuscitation by emergency care providers in 
the out-of-hospital setting for a qualified patient.i There must be a valid Out-Of-Hospital Do-Not-
Resuscitate (OOH DNR) order signed by the qualified patient’s attending physician or the presence of the 
OOH DNR identifier indicating the existence of a valid OOH DNR order. 
 
No resuscitation: Means withholding any medical intervention that utilizes mechanical or artificial 
means to sustain, restore, or supplant a spontaneous vital function, including but not limited to:  

1.  Chest compressions,  
2.  Defibrillation, 
3.  Esophageal/tracheal/double-lumen airway; endotracheal intubation, or 
4.  Emergency drugs to alter cardiac or respiratory function or otherwise sustain life. 

 
Patient criteria: The following patients are recognized as qualified patients to receive no resuscitation: 

1. The presence of the uniform OOH DNR order or uniform OOH DNR identifier, or 
2. The presence of the attending physician to provide direct verbal orders for care of the patient.   

 
 The presence of a signed physician order on a form other than the uniform OOH DNR order form 

approved by the department may be honored if approved by the service program EMS medical 
director.  However, the immunities provided by law apply only in the presence of the uniform OOH 
DNR order or uniform OOH DNR identifier.  When the uniform OOH DNR order or uniform OOH 
DNR identifier is not present contact must be made with on-line medical control and on-line medical 
control must concur that no resuscitation is appropriate.   
  

Revocation:  An OOH DNR order is deemed revoked at any time that a patient, or an individual 
authorized to act on the patient’s behalf as listed on the OOH DNR order, is able to communicate in any 
manner the intent that the order be revoked.  The personal wishes of family members or other individuals 
who are not authorized in the order to act on the patient’s behalf shall not supersede a valid OOH DNR 
order.   
 
Comfort Care  (♥):  When a patient has met the criteria for no resuscitation under the foregoing 
information, the emergency care provider should continue to provide that care which is intended to make 
the patient comfortable  (a.k.a. ♥ Comfort Care).  Whether other types of care are indicated will depend 
upon individual circumstances for which medical control may be contacted by or through the responding 
ambulance service personnel. 
 

♥ Comfort Care may include, but is not limited to: 
1. Pain medication. 
2. Fluid therapy. 
3. Respiratory assistance (oxygen and suctioning). 

 
 
 
 


