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Today

•Some important facts & 

figures

•State Reform



Health Care 

Coverage Commission
•Created by Legislature in 2008

✦Began work Sep. ’09

•11 citizen (voting) members, 4 

legislators, 3 department heads

•To provide recommendations to 

increase access for low income 

adults 



Issues in Adult 

Coverage

• Coverage affordability

✦Premiums & copays

• Coverage availability 

✦Preexisting condition exclusions

✦Lifetime maximums



Affordability - It’s About 

Wages

David P. Lind & Associates, 2009 Iowa Employer Benefits Study©

Ave. Weekly Wage Increase

Ave. Premium Increase



IIt’s About Premiums

Employee 

Premium

+ 77%

Employer Premium

+ 105%

Total Premium

+ 95%

David P. Lind & Associates, 2009 Iowa Employer Benefits Study©

$11,556

$5,926

$3,765

$2,161

$3,824

$7,731

Iowa Family Premiums



State Reform

SF 2356



Commission 

Recommendations

• Expand IowaCare

• Develop a state wide diabetic 

registry

• Create an Iowa health insurance 

exchange



IowaCare Primer

• Adults 19-64

• Income <200% FPL

• No insurance

• Not eligible for Medicaid



IowaCare Cont.

•Limited benefit program

✦Geographically 

‣ Polk Co. (Broadlawns) or Iowa City

✦Medically

‣ No official pharmacy benefit

‣ Very limited primary care delivered 

in Iowa City & Broadlawns



Enhance Existing 

IowaCare

• Establishing a Regional Care Network 

★ Expands services close to home for 

existing IowaCare members

★ Uses the 14 Federally Qualified 

Health Centers 



Enhance IowaCare

• Other Primary Providers

★ Allows DHS to designate other private

providers & hospitals to participate in 

the regional network

• Emergency Care 

★ Pay regional hospitals for emergency 

services



IowaCare Plus

• Expands IowaCare to cover up to 

300% FPL

★ Originally to 400%

★ Now 300% of FPL on a sliding sale 

basis.



Why is a improving IowaCare Important?



Diabetic Care 

Coordination
• Requires IDPH to develop a plan to 

coordinate diabetes care for:

★ Patients at community health centers, 

rural health clinics, free clinics, & 

other collaborative safety net provider 

network members

✓ Enhance Rx access using the Iowa Prescription Drug 

corporation

✓ Collect data to track improve patient care & inform 

future diabetic care public policy



Iowa Insurance Information 

Exchange

• Begin designing an Iowa Insurance Exchange

★ Provide information to consumers -

Clearinghouse Model

★ State government should facilitate its creation 

& provide oversight

★ Expand transparency of medical costs & 

quality

★ Help develop & use common definitions of 

health care quality & pricing 



Exchange, Cont.

• Provide readily available & reliable 

information 

★ The population served by safety net 

providers

★ Safety net providers locations

★ Safety net provider services





Exchange Today

• Housed in the Insurance Division

• Advisory Board will help guide 

development

• Still figuring out how it will be financed

• Waiting for federal  reform?



For further information 

on the Iowa Health 

Care Coverage Reform 

Commission contact 

Anne Kinzel at 

akinzel@mac.com or 

515.554.6021
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